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Good Reader, 
T the Requeit of ſome friends 
A I bave been induced topub- 


liſh this Sermon : it is ” 
led = bigger in the Preſs ; 
But ro matter I bad prep epared before, 
only there wamed T ime to ſerve it in. 
FO thou reapeft any benefit by this en- 
| ſuing Dieneſe, I fl not repent that 
it was made publick. 


Thine to ſerve thee 


July 7. 1676. 


Tuo. Wars on, 


3323.233/322244424/222422.2.4 4 
SIVEEFL ELEC PEPEEE/P OLED 


z 1 M EM 


SHOR TNESS. 


I COR. VII. 29. 


Bat this I ſay, Brethren, the time is ſhort. 


ST words ſhews us what our 
' ſtation 1n the world, and 
7 all our Secular enjoy- 
2 ments are; they are mi- 
LAMA nut and tranſient, But 
this T ſay, Brethren, the time 3s ſhort, 


1. A Kind Compellation «9s, Bre. 
thren. 
2. A Seaſonable Admonition, 8 zac; evs- 
ca, The time 1s ſhort, 
1. A Kind Compellation , Brethren. 
\ The Saints of God are Brethren. . They. 
12 are 


2 
* Auguſt, 


* x Pet, 3.8. 
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are eodem ſanguine conglutinati *, cemen- 
ted together with the blood of Chriſt. 
Then let there be no ftrife among them, 
ſeeing they are brethren, Gen. 13. 8, Belie- 
vers are regenerated by the ſame Spirit, 
they ſuck the ſame Breaſts, the Promiles ; 
they wear the ſame Garment, Chriſts 
Righteouſneſs, they fit at the ſame Board, 
the Table of the Lord; they partake of the 
ſame Glory, the inheritance in light, Col. 
1.12, and ſhall they not love! There 
ought to be no contending among Gods 
people, but who ſhould love moſt +. 
Satan leaps at diſcord, he warms him- 
ſelf at the fire of mens Paſſions, If he can- 
not divide the Spiritual members from 
their Head, he will endeayour to make - 
them ſmite one againſt another. If he cannot 
keep the Saints from Heaven, he will en- 
deayour to make them fall out by the way. 
It was ill for Abrahams Herd-men and Lots 
to fall out 'when the Canaenite was in the 
Land, Ger. 13. 7. 'Tis anill time for Ma- 
riners to be fighting when the enemy 1s 
boring an hole in the bottom of the Ship. 
Take heed the Popiſh Enemy doth not 
enter 
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enter at your breaches, Let Chriftians re. 
member they are Brethren. Unity among 
Brethren, reſembles the harmony among 
Angels. Pſal. 133. 1, 2, Behold how good 
ws pleaſant it 3s for brethren to dwell toge. 
ther in nnity;, it 1s like the precious oint- 
ment npon the head,-as the dew of Hermon, 
'Tis compared to ointment , becauſe it is 
ſweet; and to the dew of Hermon, becauſe 
it makes every thing fruitful. The Primi- 
tive Chriſtians were of one heart, AQ.4.32. 
Let us pray, That that Golden Motto 
may be written upon England, Cor unum, 
via una, one Heart, and one way ; Jer. 
32. 39 What a bleſſed place will Hea- 
yen be, where our light ſhall be clear, our 
love ſhall be perte&,our joy (hall be tull ! 
2. A Seaſonable Admonition, The time 
3s ſhort. This word | Time] I ſhall take 
more ſtrictly for the term and period of 
mans life, The tine 3s ſhort, The divers 
inſtances of Mortality may ferve as ſo. 
many Commentarics upon the Text. The 


Greek word for ſhort *alludes to Mariners, * emcer 
who roul up their Sails and bring them _ 


into a narrow compaſs when the Ship 
B32. draws- 
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draws hear the Harbour. So though the 

ſails of mans/life were ſpread larger in the 

times of the. Patriarchs, yet now God is 

folding up theſe fails in a narrower com- 

. paſs, Tempus contratium eſt, the Time is 

ſhort : the Scripture frequently aſſerts the 

breviry. and tranſitorineſs of mans life, 

Pal. 89. 97, Remember how ſhort my time 

* grartillun -35.*, Pal. 39. 5, Behold, thou haft made my 

fe "ei" days. as an hand-breadth; . which is the 

leaſt of the Geometrical meaſures. . Fob 

uſerh three elegant Metaphors to ſet forth 

the ſhortneſs of mans life , Fob 9.29, My 

days are ſwifter than a Poſt, they are paſſed 

away as the ſwift ſhips , as the eagle that 

haſteth to her prey. It we look to the land, 

there mans life is like a {ſwift Poſt; if we 

look to the Sea, there it is like a (wift 

\ Ship ;.it we look to the air, there it is 
like a flying cagle. 

Life is compared to a cloud, Fob 7. g, 

a cloud is a vapour drawn up by the Sun 

into the middle-region of the air; when 

this cloud comes to 1ts tull proportion,it is 

ſoon diſperſed and blown away with the 

wind. Life gathers as a cloud, bigger and 

| big- 
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bigger, but on a ſudden it is diflipated 
by death. Our lite is but as a point-to the 
Globe *, nay it is lefs, Pſal. 39.5, My age os 


3s as nothing * before thee, There is but a & punto mi- 

ſpan between the Cradle and the Grave. * 2 

Solomon (ſaith, There is a time to be born, © 

and a time to die, Fcclel. 3. 3, but menti- 

ons no time of living, as f that were ſo 

ſhort, it were not worth ſpeaking of *, * /it« ad 

ſt. In what ſenſe is the time of life Fiat ut off 

_ mors fit, Muſce 
Anſw. 1. It is ſhort in reſpe@ of the 

uncertainty, it may inſtantly expire. A 

man that holds a Farm at the will of his 

Landlord, it he be asked how long time 

he hath in the Farm, he will ſay, no time 

at all, becauſe he is ſure of none, he may 

be turned out the next hour. So our time 

is ſhort becauſe uncertain. Hezekzab, it is 

true, had a leaſe of fifteen years ſealed, 

Iſa. 38.5, but we have no ſuch leaſe ſeal- 

ed us, death may be within a days march 

of us. | 
Quis ſcit an adjiciant hodierne craſtina 

wvite tempora, dit ſuperi *, * Horat? 
There are ſo many caſualities,that it is a 

wonder 


* Din. fuit in 
mundo non 
vVixit. Sen. 


»% una dts (07s 
tznua occaſum 
non habens, 


Gerh, 
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wonder if the ſlender thread of our Life 
be not cut off by untimely Death. Have 
you not ſeen a Virgin on the fame day 
dreſſed in her Bride-apparel,. and her 
Winding-ſheer. 
2. Time is ſhort m reſpett of the im- 
ement, If we reckon that for Time 
which is well ſpent, then Time is brought 
into a narrow compaſs indeed ; a great 
part of our Time lies Fallow : take from 
our lite all the time of Eating, Drinking, 
Sleeping , beſides idle impertinencies , 
and then how ſhort is our Time! How 
little is the time wherein we can truly 
fay, Hoc Vixi, This time I have lived! 
O how little is the time which is ſpent 
with God! Time milimployed, | is not 
Time lived, but Time loft *®, 

. Fime is ſhort compared with Eter- 
nity. There is no ProſpeQive-glaſs to ſee 
to the end of Eternity. Eternity is a Day 
that hath no Sun-ſetting *, Iris a Circle 
without beginning or end. Eternity is a 
ſum that can never be numbred.aLine that 
can never be meaſured : reckon as many 


millions of years as there have been mi- 
nutes 
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nutes fince the Creation, and they ſtand 

for Ciphers in Eternity. The moſt ele- 

vated ſtrains of Rhetorique cannot 

reach Eternity *: It is a Sea without 

Bottom and Banks. Time may be com- * cir: cr: 
ared to a ſpot of Farth lying at the ,j,n, =—_ 

mouth of the great Ocean ; Time is a 4 centms 


millia annorum, 


Spot on this fide Eternity 3 and what a cogite nill 


little of that Spot is Mans life ! Thus you ——_— 

ſee in; what ſenſe Time is ſhort. Jum Fnchoaft 
It will not be long before the Silver gornCom 

cord be looſed, and the Golden bowl bro. * 

ken, Ecclef. 12. 6. By the Silver Cord I 

underſtand the Pith or Marrow of the 

Back, which for its whiteneſs is called 

Silver : this Silver Cord will ſoon be 

loofed. By the Golden Bowl is meant 

the Meninx, or Skin, wherein the Brains 

are encloſed as in a Bowl ; this Golden 

Bowl will ſoon be broken. Time goes 

on apace *, The Poets painted Time with *4inar « 

Wings, becauſe it flies ſo faſt. In Fo-{{47"* ® 

ſhud's dayes,when the Sun and Moon ſtood 

ſill, Time went on. In Hezekzab's Reign 

when the Sun went Ten degrees backward, 

Time went forward. Our whole life is 

no- 


* ut Vir criſ- 
cit Vita de- 
creſcit, Senec. 
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nothing elſe but a paſſage to. Death;whete 
there is no ſtaying by the way, or ſlack-. 
ing our pace. 

Uſe 1. See what a poor inconſiderable 
thing Life is. The time is ſhort, and upon 
this ſmall Wire of time hangs the Weight 
of Eternity, Life is but a ſhort Scene 
AQed here. It is but «ris a Vapour or 
puff of Wind, Jam.1.4 *. Life is made 
up of a few flying Minutes, Oh then 
how imprudent are they,who-to ſave their 
Lives will damn their Souls! He: were 
unwiſe, who- to preſerve a ſhort Leaſe 
would loſe his Freehold : How many ſuch: 
are there who to preſerve this ſhort Life 
will take indire& courſes , defraud and 
oppreſs, and to build up an Eſtate will 

ull down their Souls; many to fave their 
Skins will deflour their Conſcience : Spi- 
ra to preſerve his Lite abyured the Faith, 

The Iriſh make greatreckoning of their 
Skimeter ( a- Warlike Weapon) and will 
endure a blow on the Arm to keep 
their Skimeter from being hurt. ' To this 
Skimeter I may compare the Soul-: bet- 
ter it is to- endure a blow on our Body, 

or 
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or Eſtate, than ſuffer our precious Soul 
to be endamaged. The Soul is the Mar 
of the Man :. The- Soul of Plato, is Plato: 


The Soul is the Princely part, Crowned 


with. Reaſon ; it is Dei inſignita imagine *;+ znu, 


ic carries ithit ſome faint Ide or Reſem« 
blance . of the Trinity. The Soul is a 
rich Diamond ſet-in Clay :- what folly is 
it for ſaving. the. Clay, to-loſe' the' Dia» 
mond |! Like - Tiberizs' the - Emperour:, 
who for a draught of Water Joſt a King- 


dom. 


Uſe 2. Is Time fo curtail'd and ſhort- us 2. Ex- 


h 
ned? Let us often contemplate the (hort- 


ne(s of Life*. Feathers {ſwim upon the * /ive newer 


Water, but Gold ſinks into it. Light 
Feathery-ſpirits float in vanity; but ſeri- 
ous Chriſtians fink deep-into'the thoughts 
of their ſudden change; Dent. 3a. 29, 0 
that they were wiſe, that they would confi- 
der their latter end. -Forgettulneſs of the 
latter, end, makes Lite ſinful, and\ Death 
formidable. People naturally, ſhrink back 
trom the thoughts of Death : Amor 6.3, 
They put far away from them the 'evil day. 
When they are young,they hopethey ſhall 
C | 


{pin 


10 


* Nemo putat 
k citd movith- 
rw. Aug. 


» Ns& T9 


4d d«poions Are Well in health, and may 
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fpm out Life to the Bloſſoming of the AL 
wond Tree, and when old age comes,they 
hope to renew their Sirength as the 
Eagle * : thongh their Bodies are fubje& 
to corruption , and they feel the ſymp- 
toms of mortality in them, Deafneſs of 
Hearing, here ts Death creeping in at the - 
Ear; Dimneſs of Sight, here 1s Death 
creeping in at the Eye: yet fo frantique 
are they, as to perſ[wade themſelves of long 
life. Bodily difeaſes are but Deaths Har- 
bingers, which go before to: beſpeak a 
Lodging for Death. Why then do men. - 
dream of an Earthly Eternity ? Pſal. 49. 
11, Their inward thought is, that their 
houſes ſhall continue for ever. Where is 
the Man that contemplates Times Short- 
neſs, or makes another's Death a Look- 
ing-glaſs in which he may ſee his own. 
dying Face. 

Some may fay, this Diſcourſe of 
the Shortneſs of Tame. is fit for ſuch as 
are Confumptive, whom: the Phyſicians 
have given over ; bat for. their parts they 

five theſe- 


many years*, 
Butt: 
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* Butthough your Blood be freſh in 
your Veins, and your. Bones are full of 
Marrow, you know not how ſhort your 
time may be : He was not ſick , nor in 
fear of (kneks who ſaid, Soul take thy 
eaſe, but that night Death ſealed him a 
Leaſe of Eje&ment, Luke 12. 20. Freſh- 
neſs of Complexion is ſometimes a light- 
ning before Death. The metal of which 
Glaſs is made, when it begins to ſhine, is 
neareſt melting. Perſons likely enough 
to live, have been ſuddenly taken a+ 
way, by Squinifies, Convulfions, 
Appoplexies. How ſoon may Death 
ſound its Allarm ! *Tis reported of Ze 
leuchxe, that the firſt piece of Houſehold. 
ſtuff he brought into Babylon, was a 
Tomb-ſtone. O Meditate of the tranfi- 
ency and brittleneſs of Life: think often 
of your Tombe-ſtone. 

. What advantage will accrewto 
us. by often thinking of our ſhort ſtay 
here ? 

Anſw. 1. The ſhortneſs of Time medi- 
tated on, would cool the heat of our af- 
feRions to the World. Theſe viſible ob- 

| C 2 jets 


* Theodortt. 


* gut 
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jects pleaſe the fancy, but they do not ſo 
much delight us,as delude us: they are brewi 
dilapſura,ſuddenly gone from us. World. 
ly things are Jike a fair Picture drawn 
on the Ice, which the Sun quickly melts*; 
The time is ſhort, why ſhould' we love 
that over-much , which we - cannot keep 
over-long ® 1 Cor. 7. 31 , The faſhion *, 
or Pageant , of the World paſſeth away. 
Time pafleth away as a- Ship in full fail: 
this:thought-on feriouſly , would mortif! 
Covetoufneſs, Paul looked: upon him- 
ſelf as ready to looſen Anchor and be 
gone, 2'Per. 1-14, Knowing that ſbortly 
I muſt) put v4 this my Tabernacle: And 
how did-his love to'the World dye? Gal. 
6. 14, The World is Crugifeed tome, and 
T unto the World; Who would covet that 
much,which hath neither Contentment nor 
Continuance ®£ Among the Grecians, the 
City of Sparta had a King of it but for 
a year, and:then he was to lay down his 
Crown, which made every one ſtrive not 
to be: King. '»Why ſhould we ſo toil a- 
bout the:World,as.1f we were to hve here 
ever? What needs along provifion for 
| a 
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FF 


a ſhort way * ? If we have but enough * ?-oin wie 
quid muitum 


to bear our charges to Heaven,it ſufficeth. :;u1.:7 


Suppoſe a+ mans Leaſe were ready: to ex-. 


pire, and he ſhould fall a building and 
planting, would not he be judged indif- 
creet ? When ourtime is (o very ſhort; 
now to-follow the World immoderately, 
asif we would fetch happineſs out of the 
Earth, which God hath curſed, is a de- 
gree of frenzy :. we ſhall have no need 
of the Earth ſhortly, but to-be buried in 
it. 

2. The meditation of the (ſhortneſs of 
Time, would be a means to: humble us. 
St. Auguſtin calls Humility. the Mother of 
theGraces. Balm ſinks to the bottom of the 
Water : a good Chriſtian ſinks low in 
Humility :. and what can. fooner pull 
down the Flags and Banners of Pride,than 
to conſider we are ſhortly: dropping into 


the Duſt *. The Prieſt was to caſt the + 426 


Feathers of the Fowls, by the place of* the 


bomo ſe eſe 
mortalem & 


aſbes, Levit. 1. 16. All your Feathers off" 


Honour muſt ſhortly lye 1n the aſhes. Shall 
not he which 1s cloathed with Mortali- 
ty, be cloathed with Humility? The 
thoughts. 


nom. Aug- 
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thoughts of the Grave would bury our 
pride. When the Lord had ſaid to the 
Judges, Pſal.$2. 6, I ſaid ye are gods, leſt 
they ſhould grow proud, he adds a cor- 
reive, but ye ſhall die like men. Ye are 
dying-gods. 
. The meditation of the ſhortneſs of 
time,would haſten our Repentance. Re- 
,pentance is as necellary as Heaven; as ra» 
dical moiſture and natural heat preſerve 
the life , ſo repenting-tears,and an heart 
burning with love,preſerve the ſoul. Ir is 
*%; dvr natural to delay Repentance *, We ſay as 


Ta ond aid. 


Plurarch ag. 1. 2, The time is not yet come. But 
the Text ſaith, the time is ſport ; our life 
15a taper,ſoon blown out. The thoughts 
of Times volubility and ſwiftneſs, would 
keep us from. proroguing our repentance. 
"Tis no time for us to make a long work, 

Yd ele rhe when God is making a ſhort work *, It is 

$x242a, Obſerved of the Birds of Norway,that they 

opt fly faſter than the birds of other Countrys. 


. . beieayf By the inſtintof nature knowing the days 


Hom. 22, de 


Simule, in that Climate to be very ſhort, they there- 
fore make the more haſt to their neſts. The 


conſideration of our ſhort abode here,will 
make 
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make us avoid delays, and fly faſter to 
Heaven upon the wing of repentance. 

4. The meditation of the ſhortneſs of 
time,would antidote us againſt the temp- 


5 


tations of Satan *, Temptation-is Satans + waa 
eldeſt daughrer,that woes for him. Satan * "= 


doth more miſchief by his wiles, than his 
darts. He knows how to ſuit his tempta- 
tions, as the Husbandman knows what 
ſeed is proper for ſuch a foil. Satan temp- 
ted Achan with: a wedg of Gold; David 
with Beauty. It is hard to keep up the 
banks of Grace againſt the ſea of Tempra- 
tion. I know no better remedy againſt Sa- 
tans immodeſt folicitations,than this Text, 


The time is ſhort : What Satan,doſt thou 


tempt me to vanity, when I am going to. 


give up my accounts? ſhalt T now be fin- 
ning, when to morrow I may bedying ? 


How ſhall I look my Judg in the face ?- 


Chriſtian, when Satan ſets ſinful pleaſure 
before thee, ſhew him-a deaths-head, this 
will-make temptations vaniſh, 

5. The conſideration of the ſhortneſs 
of. our ſtay in the world, would be an 
help to.Temperance ; it” would make us 
ſober 
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Aober and moderate in the uſe of world- 
If comforts: ,By exceſs we 'turn things 
Jims ns, Jawful into. fin*; the Bee- may ſuck a 
little honey from the leaf , but put it in- 
to a barrel of honey, and it is drowned, 
We may with Tonathas dip the end of the 
rod in honey,but not thruſtat-in too far *, 
. Noah took too much of the Grape, Gen. 
9.21. The fleſh,when pampered, rebels: 
The beſt preſervative againſt intemperance 
is this, Tempys eſt tontrafium, The time is 
ort. When- we are feaſting, death may 
+ Pur. quickly take away the Cloth. -Plut rrch 
reports, that the Egyptians uſed at their 
great Banquets to bring in the Image of a 
dead man, and fay to-their Gueſts, Look 
upon this,and proceed in your Banket. An 
excellent Antidote againſt a Surfeit, Jo- 
ſeph of Arimathea erected a Sepulchre in 
his. Garden, to {pice his flowry delights 
with the thoughts of death. 


* x Sam, 14. 


feort, he prelengly adds, \ Let them that 


weep 


6. The meditation of the ſhortneſs of | 
time, would much mitiyate - our griet tor | 
«the Iols of dear Relations. It is obſervable, 1 


when the Apoſtle had ſaid, The twme 5s | 


o 


| 


_—_ 7 TT. 
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weep be as if they wept not. No doubt the 


loſs of Relations is grievous to the fleſhy 
part. It is like-- pulling a' limb from the 
body. When God ſtrikes us in our right 
eye, we weep. 'Tis lawtul to give yent to 
our grief': 'Foſeph wept oyer his dead Fa: 
ther. But though Religion doth not ba- 
niſh grief, it bounds it, We muſt wee 
quaſu non, as if we wept not. Rachels ſin 
was, that (he:refuſed to be comforted, Mat. 
2. 18. Origen it is thought died of grief; 
and if any thing can ſtop the iſſue of ſor- 
row, at leaſt afſwage it, it is this, The tine 
is ſbort. . We (hall ſhortly have our loſſes 
made up, and enjoy our godly Relations 
again in Heaven. ® 

7. The Meditation of the ſhortneſs of 
time, would make us highly value Grace. 
Time is ſhort, but Grace is for ever. 1 Joh. 
2. 27, The anointing which ye have recei- 
ved of him, abideth in you. Grace is a bloſ- 
ſome of Eternity *; it is ſemen manens,an + Joh. 4. 19: 
immortal ſeed, 1 Joh. 3. 9g. Grace is Em- 
bryo Glorie ; Grace is not blaſted by death, 
but tranſplanted into a better ſoil. Grace 


15 not a leaſe which ſoon expires, but an 
D n- 


Niu 45» 
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inheritance intailed for-eyer. He who hath 
trae -Grace, can no more loſe it, than the 
Angels.can who are fixed in'their Hea- 
venly Orb. Rev. 10.6, The Angel ſware 
by bim that liweth for ever,that there ſbould 
be time no longer. But Grace fhall ſurvive 
time, and run parallel with Eternity. 

2. Branch, | Time be ſo ſhort, and 
winged,take heed of miſpending this ſhort 
time ; to miſpend time is the worſt pro- 
digality. 

1. Take heed of ſpending time nnpro- 
fitably; Domitian waſted much of his 


* Twp of 437. FARE IN catching Flies *. Many live 

Fa beret cumber the ground. Telluris inutile pon- 
[9 . . 

dns. Judg. 10.47 air bad thirty Sons that 


rode on thirty aſs-colts, and they had thirty 
cities, andcthey died. So it may be aid, 
ſuch an one was born in the reign of ſuch 
a King, and he p6flefied ſuch: an Eſtate, 
and he died ; his life was ſcarce worth a 
prayer, or his death worth a tear. An idle 

on ſtands in the world but for a cy- 
pher, and God writes down no cypliers 1n- 
the book of life ; many are like the wood | 
of the Vine, uſcleſs. Exzek, 15. 3, Will | 

men. 


WM, KA. tr on 
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men take a pin of it to hang any weſſel there. 
on? Too many reſemble the Lilles,which 
toil not, neither do they ſpin. They ſpend 
their time as the Emperour Caligula, he 
was at a great expence to providea Navy, 
and when it was provided he fent his Ma- 
riners to Sea to gather cockle-ſhells,and ſo 
they ſailed home again.God hath furniſh'd 
men with precious time wherein they may 
work out Salvation, and they imploy it 


vainly, aut alind agendo ant nihil * ; they + Sea: 


rayel it out in impertinencies. What re- 
ward can be expected when there is no 
work done? who is _—_— that never 
ts? Mat. 25. 30, Caſt ye the unprofita« 
7x yoke into Sy kick hs 
2. Take heed of ſpending time wviti- 
ouſly ; Divers ſpend their y time. 1n 
drinking, gaming, whoring .: Eſax while 
he was hunting loſt the bleſſing; man 
while they hunt after finful letnenles 
Heaven : Sins boiled to-a great heigth in 
this Age 3 men ſtudy new Oaths, and count 
it a-ſhame not to be impudent; they are 


ſteep'd and parboil'd in wickedneſs *; they y1qusr, ive 


live in-the world. to. infe(t others, as the75; 
| D a Baſt- 
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Baflick with i its breath poiſons the herbs. 
What a dreadful account will they have 
to give, who have nothing to ſhew God 
but their Treaſons ? 

© Branch 3. If the time of life be fo 
ſhort, let us improve it. Epheſ. 5. 16, 
Redeeming tbe time. Tf a man had but a 
ſhort time in a Farm, he would make the 
beft improvement of i itz and get as good 
a Crop as he could out of it before he left 
it, The thoughts of our ſhort ſtay here, 
ſhould make us improve this little Inch of 
time. PERn 

And that- we may the better do this, 

Remember, we miſt be accountable to 
God forTime.God will ſay, What have you 
done with your Time? If. a Lord intruſt 
his Stewatd' with ſuch'money and goods, 
he expe that he ſhould give him an ac-' 
count what he hath done with them, and 
how he hath employ'd them. Every one 
of us axe Stewards,” arid God will call us 
to a reckoning, and ſay , What have you 
done'with the Talevt of Time lintruſted 


you with ? 
. Queſt. How ſhould we improve this {bort 
time Anſw. 
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* Anſw. 1. In General , - mind Salvation- 


work, Phil:/p.2 12. He who layes up 
Gold and Silver, 1s wiſe tor his Children; 


but he who gets Salvation, is wiſe for him- 


ſelf *, | 

' 2. In ſpecial, improve this ſhort time, 

1, By a ſcrious examination : Chriſti- 
ahs, examine how the caſe ſtands be- 
tween God and your Souls, 2 Cor. 13.8, 
Prove your ſelves, The Greek word 1s 
amet, try your ſelves, as the Gold- 
ſmith doth his Gold by a Tonch$tone. 
Time is ſhort , and what: if God ſhould 
ſay ' this night, Give an account of your 
Stewardſhip. 

1. Account with your felves about 
your Debts? are your debts paid, your 
ſins pardoned ? 

' 2. Account with your ſelves about ma- 
king your Will : Time is ſbort, you may dye 
before night; have you made your Will? 
I mean in'a Spiritual. ſenſe, have you gi- 
ven up your Will to God, and by ſolemn 
vow {et Seal to the 'Will? They. are 
fitteſt to reſign their Souls to God, who 
have refighed their Wills ro-him. 

Jt 2. Call 


21 


F Prov, 9. 122 


* Iſa. 26. 9. 


* Animula, 
vagula, blan- 
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3. Call your ſelves to account about 
your Ewvidences. Are your Evidences 
for Heaven ready ? Your Deſires are your 
Evidences. Do you defire Chriſt for hime- 
ſelf ; As Beauty is loved for it ſelf? And 
can nothing quench your thirſt but Chriſts 
Blood? and, Is your deſire quickned 
into endeayour *? This is a bleſſed 
ſign. | 

For want of this ſ{elf-examination,ma- 
ny who are well known to others, are 
unknown to themſelves: they know not 
whither they ſhall go when they dye, or 
to what Coaſt they ſhall: Sail, to Hell, 


or to Heavens. 


dls, que nar 2+ Improve this ſhort time by laying 


26194511 (8:47 hold of all the ſeaſons and opportunities 


for your Souls. The Mariner takes the 
fit-ſeaſon, he- ſets: to Sea while the wind 
blows. Time is ſbort, and. Opportunity 
(which is the Cream of Time) 1s ſhorter, 
Let not. the ſeaſons of mercy lip. 

- 1 While Gods Spirit ſtrives with you, 
cheriſh its ſweet whiſpers and . motions : 
as when the Dove came flying to the 
windows of the Ark, Nob reached out- 
his 
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his hand, -and pulled it into the Ark: - So 
when Gods Spirit ( this bleſſed Dove ) 
- comes 'to yon, -entertain and welcom it 


into the Ark of your Souls*. If you * Gen. «. :. 


repulſe the Spirit, he may refufe to ſtrive 
any more. Golſpel-ſcaſons though they 
are ſweet, they are ſwift. 

2. While God's Miniſters are with 
you, make uſe of them, Zechar. x. 5, The 
Prophets , do they live for ever? Their 
Time (by reaſon of their labours) is ſcarce 
ſo long as others. We read of Lamps 
within the Pitchers , Jadg. 7. 16. Mi- 
niſters are Lamps ; but theſe Lamps are 
in Earthen Pitchers, which ſoon break. 
Miniſters, though they carry the Word of 
Life in their Mouths, yet they carry. 
Death in their Faces. Improve their la- 
bours while yo#have them : they thirſt 
for your happineſs, and as ſo-many- Bells 
would Chime-in your Souls to Chriſt. 

'3- Improve this ſhort time by keeping 
up a cloſe Communion with God, 1-Foh, 
I. 3- Onr woe, or Communion is with. 
the Father, &-c. This {weet Communi- 
on. with God is kept up, 1. By holy 
me=-- 
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meditation, Ger. 24- 63 , Iſaac went out 
to meditate in the Field at even-tide, Me- 
ditation concots Divine-truths in the 
mind. It brings God and the Soul toge- 
* xi! in has Ther*. It is the bellows of the affections: Ir 
ho — g1ves a fight and a taſt of inviſible Glory, 
minen 4b , Pſal. 140. 39, My meditation of hin» ſhall 


amore munds | 

ſiparat, ui fc be ſweet. 

animam contya PIR a ; 

tentationes 2. Communion with God is kept up 
borat, ni > 

yer _ by Prayer: Praying-Uayes are Alcenfion- 

ad ore bu ayes. Caligula placed his Ethgies in the 


opus txcitat , 4 G , . "SF" 
noe Capitol , whiſpering in Fupiter's Ears, 
1». ern. Prayer whiſpers in Gods Ears: It is a 
* uz fecret parley and converſe with God *. On 
Ted 7% bi» this Mount eftayer the Soul hath many 
{weet transfigurations. 
. Improve this ſhort time by doing 
* Pw {nvire All the ſervice you can for God * : Wiſ- 
| 12497. dom may be learned of#an Enemy ; Sa- 
tan is the more fierce, becauſe he knoweth 
his time is but ſhort , Rev. 12. 12.: we 
ſhould a&t more vigorouſly for God, ſee- 
ing our time is but ſhort. Our liyes 
ſhould be as jewels, though /:ttle in quan- 
tity, yet great in value, St. Paul knew 
his ſtay in the world was ſhort, 2 Pet 1,14, 
theres 
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therefore how zealons and aQtive was he 
for God while he lived, 1 Cor, 5. 10. F la- 
boured eudirign , more abundantly than they 
all, Paul's Obedience did not: move flow, 
as the Sun. on the: Dial, bar ſwift; 'as the 
Sun in the Firmament. Is Time ſhort ? 
Let us be God-exalters, let us bring Glo- 
ry to God in doing geod-'te 'others: as: 
Aromatick-trees' {weat out: their: precious: 
'Oyles; ſo ſhould: we lay ont our firenprh 
for the good of others. 

1. Let us dogood to: their Souls : con« 
vince the ignorant, ſtrengtheri/the weak, 
reduce the wandring,z A good Chriſtian 
is both a Diamond a0 ig ad-ftone, A 
Diamond ſparkling” in faf\ftity, and a 
Leadſtone for his ' atcraive \{yirtue in 
drawing. others to' Chriſt, /- it 4 | 

2. Let us do' good: to their Bodies : 
Many. at this day fay to''their ſorrows , 
Te are our Companions, Lev our-Fingers 
drop with the Myrthe of liberality, Heb: 
13-16, To do good,and communicate, forget 


not, Let us feed the hungry, cloath the * ripe mee 
re ſs non vis 


naked ; be Temporal Sawiours to' others *. 57or. aug de 
E Could Verb. Dom, 
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Could-we thus improve-our time , -oar' 
lives, though-ſbort, would' be ſweet : this: 
would be the way to caſt abroad a fragrant: 
redolent ſmell in Gods-Church; like the- 
Orange-trees whichi pettunic the air where 
they grow.” -* | | 

Could we:thus __ our time, we 
might. have our! Conſciences drawing up 
a, Certificate: for us;,,.2:Corv'14. 12% and 
then,-no matter: though the World cen- 
ſure, if Conſcience acquit : - no, matter: 
bow, craſs. the- wheels go., if:the Clock 


- 


ſtrikes right, 1-12 2015 
Cauld we: thus improve our time, we 
might -have auigzyſri+, an-eafy and joyful 
Mo out. of” the i world. This was He- 
z«kjab's: comfort when he thought: he was 
lying on his death-bedga King 26: 3, F 
beſeech thee, Q Lord, remember: how. T bave 
done. that which js good in thy-ſight. To 
improve. Time bigs, anſwers Gods coſt, 
credits. Religian; ſaves; the Soul. | 
Uſe 3.-Terror to.every wicked perſon, 
who.cxbauſts his ſtrength in fin : his time 
here is. ſhort, and then begins his Hell. 


| Mu Pa.; He 
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He ſpends-his fe ur a frolick 3 he takes 
the, Timbrsl gnd. Harpj aud. rejoyceth cat 
the .ſound-ofi the Organ, Job 21+:1'2;; "But 
the time 1s ſhortly coming, when all his 
micth ſhall ceaſe, Rev. [x8 22, The woice 
of +he Harpers, and Myſicizns,. and Triim- 
peters ſball be) heard no:'moye at all in thee. 
The Grave buries all a finners joy. When 
a wicked man dies, the Devil gets a wind- 
fal.Satan(in Samuel's ſhape ) faid to. Saul, 
2 Sam. 28.19, Thou ſhalt be with meto mor- 
row. The Sinner-is to day-with his Luſts, 
and may be tomorrow with the Devil. Who 
would. envy. the . wicked, their honour, 
or: pleaſure ? they muſt, pay dear for it 
They have a ſhort Feaſt, but .along 
Reckeal : for a. drop of mirth, they 
muſt drink, a Sca of. wrath : and, Who 
grey ihe power. of that wrath? | It was a 
ſaying of ' Cardinal. Belarmine, If a man 
had-but a ſight. of Hell;, it 'were enough 
to make an intemperate perſon ſober. 
Hell. is the emphaſis of, Torment...) The Sa» 
crifice of Fealouſy was to; haye:no Oylynor 


Frankzncenſe. put to, it,; Namb. 5. 15. In 


E 2 _ Hell. 
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Hell is no-OyF of Mercy put to the Tor- 
ments &f\ the” wicked to Tenify them: ;. 
nor is there any Incenſe of Prayer to ap 
peaſe Gods wrath. Oh that finners oo 
1n-time break off their iniquities. What 
is become of theit Intelletuals, have they 
ſinned away Reaſon'as well as Conſcience ? 
The time of life is'ſhort, bat' che torments 
of Hell are lengthened out; Rev. 14.11, 
'Ebe ſmoke of their torment aſcendeth up-for 
ar Tan; -S ot 

4 "Ufe. Here 'is alight fide of the Text, 
to the Godly ; they may be glad that 
their time here +5 ſport ; they cannot live 
bat by dying. Betiold, honey at the end of 
che bd. 3d , 32% Tio! © vii 
,_'x. The time being {hort, their ſonning- 
2:8 cannot be Johg. Snvis a troubleſome 
inmate. Rom. 5.. 24, Pail that Bird of 


: 


Paradbſe.Sfighed andproan'd under corru 
con ; 4 child of Gf mingles ſin with his 
duties ,' he Gantiot write a: copy of boli- 
neſs without blotting ; there's a party 3n- 
aregeterate heare fides with Satat ;* Hur 
be of. good comfort,, the time 3s fbort, it 
18- 
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is but a while (Chriſtians) that the dead 
man ſhall be tyed to the living ; that you 
ſhall be combating with a proud, unbe- 
lieving heart. The year of releaſe is cont 
ing: Death doth to-the Godly, as the 


Angel did to-Peter*, it {mites them; and'. , + 


makes their chains of ſm fall off 
quite. 

2. The time being ſhort , their wor- 
king-time cannot be long: in this fe mach 
work 1s cut out. There is, x. The work of 
the hand, as the Artificer works in his 
Trade, Prov. 10. 4. 2. The work of the 
head;notions' are the children of the brain,. 
afid there is labour in bringing them forth: 

. The work of the heart, which is the 

ardeſt work, to ſearch, cleanſe, watch 
the heart; as a clock ſometimes goes faſter, 
ſometimes ſlower; ſo-the heart ſometimes 
goes faſter in {in, ſometimes ſlower 'in; 
duty. But here is the Saints comfort, their 
working-time is but -ſhort, Kew. 19. 13; 


| v.19: 13 
They refh from thek labors,” When thell 
bodies return to-duſt, their fouBs return'to 
Rd 33 dly ett on re "= 


3- Time 
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3- Time'bcing: {hort, - their ſuffering- 
time cannot be; long, :Life is inter-lasded 
with trouble, Job 14. 1. You may as well 
ſeparate weight from lead,as trouble from 
mans/life. We-come into the world with 


ie 3; a Cry, and go out with a Grodn, 'Every 

din Torque ? one hath his yoke, .and *tis well-if there 

v be not a nail in it; but Time is ſbort. 

Though:the Croſs be heavy, we have but 

a little way to carry it; death will 5 

the godly a wrzt of eaſe, Job z 17, There 

(4.e. 1n the Grave) the wickgd ceaſe from 
troubling. | 

4 The Time being ſhort, theic waiting+ 

time cannot be long ; the Godly ſhall 'not 

be long out of Heaven. While the'ble(- 

ſed Angels ſee the orient beguties 'that 

ſhine in Gods face, Believers live far from 

Court, being impriſaned in; the, ;body, 

Here they do rather, deſire God ;than enjoy 

him, But.the Time is ſhort, it 13 but a few 

days, perhaps hours, and the Saints ſhall 

beeyer ſolacing chemlelves in the light of 

Gods. Countenance. They. hall -leave 

their pillow of thorns, and lay their head 

4 on 


a + ik = 


« 
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on Chriſts'bofom. Faith gives a propriety 
in God.death pives a poſſeſſzon. The Wa- 
gons and Chariots came ratling to old Ta- 
cob, but they were to carry him to his Son 
Toſeph. Deaths Chariot-wheels may come 
rating to a Believer, but it is to 
carry him home- to his Fathers houſe. 

In that Paradiſe of God a Chriſtian ſhall 
have more than he can think ;Eph.3.20.He 
can think, What if every moenntatn were 
a Pearl, every flower a Ruby, every ſand 
in the Sea a Diamond, the whole Globe 
a-ſhining Chryſolite *but all his thoughts 
are too low and dwarfiſh to reach the 
glory of the Ccaleſtial Pyramides. The 
reward Heavenly (as St. Auſtin ſaith) ex- 


ceeds Faith ; and the Time being ſhort, 


a Chriſtian ſhall be in Heaven before he is 
aware;then ſhall he bathe his Soul in thoſe 
perfum'd pleaſures of Paradiſe, which 
run at Gods right haud for evermore. 


I have done with the Text: let me 
ſpeak next to the Occaſion. 


We 


3! 


Premium quod 
ae non attive 


132 


TIME 's. Shortneſs. 


We are met to commemorate the 
Death of an Eminent Miniſter in this 
City, Mr: FOHN WELLS. Sorry 1 


am to be an A@or in this Mournful 
Scene. But being requeſted by Him in 
his life C in cal 

willing to do this laſt Office of love. 
There hath been of late a great mortality 


e 1 ſurvived ), 1 was 


of Miniſters. The men of the World 


need not be ſo fierce againſt Gods Mi- 


niſters, they will not trouble chem long ; 


Gods taking away his Miniſters fo faſt 


(two in a day ) boads much evil. It 


-prefageth the fall of an Houſe when the 


Pillars are removed. 

Concerning this Reverend Brother de- 
ceaſed, it is not my purpole to uſe! any 
hyperbolical Encomiums, or Panegyricks; 
only give me leave to ſtrow a few Flowers 


-upon his Hearſe. 


"This our worthy Friend was endued 
with Learning and voJubleneſs of ſpeech. 
He could "Optic ous7y 73y Loyor- , divide. the word 
rightly, as a workman that need not be 
aſhamed. Seals he had to his Miniſtry. 
Some 
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Some of his hearers might call him ( as 


Cyprian did Cecilius ) nove vite paren- 
tem their Spiritual Father. 

For his Piety, he was not only a Fol. 
lower of that which was good, but a leader; 
he ſaid not long before his death, That he 
had brought this to an iſſue, That be lowed, 
God. He was fixed to his Principles: 
Though he be now by Death a Fallen. 
Star, yet he was not a Wandring-Star 

His diſpoſition was. not Moroſe, but Af- 
fable: a man of that Candor and Cur- 
teſy, as did oblige and win the affeQions 
of many to him. When Grace and {weet- 
neſs of Nature meet, it is. like a Pearl in 
a Gold-Ring. d 

For his Preaching, x. He did frame. 
kimſelf,2d captum populi ; he Preached in». 
_ relligibly.to the capacity of his Auditory. 
Sure that Miniſter will never hit the 
hearts of his hearers, who ſhoots over their. 
heads. Miniſters ſhould be Stars to give 
light, not .Clouds to darken the Truth. 
Clearnef is the grace of Speech. Gregory 
" Nawianzen Preached. plain. to the ig-. 
F norant 
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norant, yet was admired by. the- letrn. 


ed. | 
2. He was elaborate and painful in his 


-work. Sloath in a Miniſter is as bad as 
Steep in a Sentinel. He would not of: 


fer that to God which coſt him nothing, 
Chriſt bled for Souls, well may we 


ſweat. This good man, like a Taper, waſt- 
cd himſelf, while be gave light to 0- 
«thers. 


- 'He was a man of a forgiving-Spirit ; 


-he was not troubled with the overflowing 
of the- Gall : Kindnefſes he wrote in 
Marble; Injuries he forgot.  - 


He was very Charitable : The Backs 


and Bellies of the Poor, wete the fur. 


rows where he ſowed the Seeds of his li- 


beraltity. But though: his Charicy did 
ſhine, he did not care it Jroats 


'blaze. He is now taken from the evil to 
.COMEC. 


For you that did fit under his Mini- 
ſtry,' let me tell You, you have loſt'a 
Friend and a Guide; you have catife 'ts 


.be Cloſe-mourners, Let me requeſt only 


this 
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this of you, That you would remember 
the many good Inſtrucions given you : 
though he is dead, let not his Sermons 
dye too, but labour to Copy them out 
fair in your Lives, 
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